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➢Part of the Catholic University of America’s Columbus 

School of Law 

➢Columbus Community Legal Services

3602 John McCormack Road, NE
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INTRODUCTION



THE FEDERAL TAX SYSTEM



Part ITAXES: WHO FILES 



◼Immigration status and tax status are related, but NOT the same!

◼You can hold a nonimmigrant visa and still be a resident for tax purposes

◼Why does it matter?

▪ Nonresidents usually do not have to pay Social Security and Medicare taxes;

▪ Nonresidents can exclude income earned from foreign employers whereas 
Residents have to report worldwide income; and 

▪ Nonresidents may be able to exclude some or all of their U.S. income from taxation 
under tax treaties; BUT

▪ Nonresidents cannot claim certain deductions or most credits to lower their taxable 
income

▪ Residents and Nonresidents use different tax filing forms – Residents use Form 1040 
or 1040EZ and Nonresidents use 1040NR or 1040NR-EZ

RESIDENT OR NONRESIDENT?



THE RESIDENCY TEST

GREEN CARD TEST: SUBSTANTIAL PRESENCE TEST:

• At least 31 days in 2018; AND
• 183 days in the 3 prior years where 

you can count
• All days in 2018 at 100%
• All days in 2017 at 1/3 (33%) 
• All days in 2016 at 1/6 (16.7%)



◼ARE YOU EXEMPT? 

▪ A student temporarily present in the 
United States under an “F”, “J”, “M”, 
or “Q” visa 

▪ A teacher or trainee temporarily 
present in the United States under a 
“J” or “Q” visa 

▪ An individual temporarily present in 
the United States under an “A” or 
“G” visa (except “A-3” or “G-5”)

▪ Persons present in the U.S. due to a 
medical condition 

DO I HAVE TO TAKE THE 
RESIDENCY TEST?



◼Exceptions for students to the Residency Test –

“F”, “J”, “M,” or “Q” Visa Holders: 

▪ Normally, you cannot be exempt (avoid the substantial presence test) if you 
have been exempt as a teacher, trainee, or student for any part of more than 5 
calendar years unless:

▪ You establish that you do not intent to reside permanently in the United 
States 

▪ You have substantially complied with your visa requirements 

▪ You can show you do not intend to permanently reside in the U.S. if:

▪ You are present for less than 183 days during 2018 

▪ You maintained a “closer connection” to a foreign country than to the U.S. 

▪ You have a tax home in a foreign country in 2018

PASSING THE TEST



◼Exceptions for  teachers and trainees (non-students) to the Residency Test: 

“J” (and “Q”) Visa Holders:

▪ Normally, you cannot be exempt (avoid the substantial presence test) in 2018 if 
you were exempt in any of 2 of the last 6 years unless:

▪ You were exempt as a teacher, trainee, or student for any 3 (or fewer) of the 
last 6 years (5 total years of exemption like students); OR

▪ A foreign employer paid all of your compensation in 2018.

Alternatively:

▪ You were present as a teacher or trainee in any of the 6 prior years; OR 

▪ A foreign employer paid all of your compensation in each of the 6 preceding 
years that you were in the U.S. as a teacher or trainee 

PASSING THE TEST



THE TEST: FORM 8843

→ All students and scholars must file Form 8843 with the IRS to show whether or not you 
are exempt, whether or not you earned income or have to file a tax return. 

→ Look at the instructions for deadlines and where to file. 



If you DO NOT HAVE taxable 
income, send by June 17, 2019 
to:

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service Center
Austin, TX 73301-0215
USA

WHEN AND WHERE TO FILE FORM 8843

If you HAVE taxable income, 
send with your tax return by 
April 15, 2019. 

Where to send your Form 8843 
and tax return depends on your 
tax residency status AND 
whether or not you’re sending a 
payment. Look at your form’s 
instructions and/or check on 
IRS.gov



◼If you are a student in your 6th year of study or beyond or a teacher/scholar 
in your 2nd year or beyond, you may still pass the test and continue to be 
treated as a Nonresident Alien IF:

▪ You do not intent to permanently live in the U.S.A.;

▪ You complied with the immigration laws related to your visa; 

▪ You have not taken any steps to change your status in the U.S.A. to a permanent 
resident, e.g., applying for a green card; AND 

▪ You kept a “closer connection” to your home country than to the U.S.A., for 
example if your home, family, business, banking, cars, voting, driver’s license, 
and so on are all in your home country

◼If you claim a “closer connection,” you must file IRS Form 8840 with your 
tax return Form 1040NR (See Slide 57 ) if you have a filing obligation, or by 
itself if you do not. 

EXTRA CREDIT: “CLOSER CONNECTION” FOR 
STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS



▪ For a Nonresident, filing a tax return is required if you:

▪ Earn any wages from U.S. sources 

▪ Have a taxable scholarship or fellowship 

▪ Earn income that ordinarily would be taxable, but is partially or 
totally exempt by tax treaty

▪ Filing a tax return as a Resident depends on:

▪ Filing status 

▪ Income level

WHO NEEDS TO FILE A TAX RETURN?



2018 FILING CHART FOR RESIDENTS
If your filing status 

is…

AND at the end of 

2018 you were…

THEN file a return if 

your gross income 

was at least…

Single Under 65 $12,000

65 or older $13,600

Married filing jointly Under 65 (both 

spouses)

$24,000

65 or older (one 

spouse)

$25,300

65 or older (both 

spouses)

$26,600

Married filing 

separately

Any age $5

Head of Household Under 65 $18,000

65 or older $19,600

Qualifying widow(er) 

with dependent child

Under 65 $24,000

65 or older $25,300



Part IITAXES: TAXABLE INCOME



▪ The IRS regards all income as a reportable unless it fits into an 
exception

▪ Income includes the following:

▪ Wages

▪ Tips and gratuities

▪ Self-employment income 

▪ Interest from U.S. investments 

▪ Gambling winnings

▪ Some Scholarships

▪ Some Fellowship Grants

WHAT IS TAXABLE INCOME?



▪ Some examples of income you do not include on your tax 
return (for everyone)
▪ Child support
▪ Gifts
▪ Public assistance: public benefits and food  stamps
▪ Some scholarships
▪ Some fellowship grants
▪ Employer-sponsored educational assistance up to 

$5,250 per year if under an educational assistance 
program (EAP)

WHAT INCOME IS NOT TAXED?



WHAT INCOME IS NOT TAXED?

Some examples of income you do not include on your tax 
return (for Nonresidents only):
▪ Income from foreign sources 
▪ Interest income from U.S. sources:
▪ Banks
▪ Savings accounts
▪ Credit unions
▪ Insurance companies
▪ Any investment that generates portfolio interest



▪ You are a candidate for a 
degree

▪ At an eligible educational 
institution, AND

▪ You use the scholarship or 
fellowship to pay for qualified 
education expenses

WHEN CAN I EXCLUDE SCHOLARSHIPS AND 
FELLOWSHIP GRANTS FROM TAXABLE INCOME?



◼Expenses that Qualify:

▪ Tuition

▪ Fees 

▪ Books 

▪ Supplies 

▪ Course-related expenses

▪ Equipment required for the 
courses

WHEN CAN I EXCLUDE SCHOLARSHIPS AND FELLOWSHIP 
GRANTS FROM TAXABLE INCOME?

◼Expenses that Do NOT Qualify 
(Unless Exempt by Treaty):

▪ Room and board 

▪ Travel 

▪ Research 

▪ Clerical help

▪ Equipment and other expenses not 
required for enrollment in or 
attendance at an eligible 

▪ Equipment required for the courses

→ If you received scholarships for tuition and books as your only source of income all year, then 
you do not need to file a tax return, but you do need to file Form 8843. 

→ If you received scholarships for tuition and for room and board, then you need to file a tax return 
and Form 8843.

→ If you received a stipend as a TA or Research Assistant, the IRS considers that taxable wages and 
you need to file a tax return and Form 8843 .



“The United States has income tax treaties with a 
number of foreign countries. Under these treaties, 

residents (not necessarily citizens) of foreign 
countries are taxed at a reduced rate, or are exempt 

from U.S. income taxes on certain items of income 
they receive from sources within the United States. 
These reduced rates and exemptions vary among 

countries and specific items of income.” -- IRS

TAX TREATIES



TAX TREATIES

→ Check the IRS website to see if your country has a current tax treaty.



EXAMPLES OF TREATY BENEFITS



Part III
TAXES: PLAN BEFORE YOU 

ARE PAID



WORKING STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS

◼ The U.S. has a self-reporting tax system

◼ You are responsible for telling your 

employer or payer your visa status, and 

how that may exclude you from Social 

Security and Medicare taxes, and what 

tax treaty your country has that allows 

you an exemption from income taxes



WORKING STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS:  ALL 
EMPLOYEES

▪ When you start work, your employer should give you Form W-4 where you tell your 
employer how much income tax to withhold from your pay. A single person without 
dependents would write 0 in Box 5. Zero means you’re asking that your employer 
withholding the maximum portion possible to pay your tax obligation. 

▪ A Nonresident Alien should write “Nonresident Alien” or “NRA” on the dotted line on 
Line 6. 



CLAIMING TAX TREATY BENEFITS FOR 
PERSONAL SERVICES

FOR NONRESIDENT ALIENS: 
▪ Form 8233 allows you to describe your country of origin, tax treaty, and specific article 

that applies to your situation, for example, teaching income  

▪ Complete IRS Form 8233 and give it to your employer, organization providing your 
compensation, or university – they should give you a copy and file another copy with 
the IRS. If you are an employee, complete this in addition to Form W-4.   

▪ You must complete Form 8233 for each new tax year and for each 
employer/organization 



CLAIMING TAX TREATY BENEFITS FOR 
FELLOWSHIP GRANTS (NON-WORK), ROOM & 

BOARD SCHOLARSHIPS



WORKING STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS: BEWARE 
FORM W-9!

▪ Those who perform limited or short-term jobs 
may be treated as Independent Contractors 
rather than employees

▪ The IRS calls this type of income compensation 
for “independent personal services”

▪ When you start work, the organization paying 
you may provide you with Form W-9

▪ If you receive this form, it means the 
organization paying you will NOT withhold 
taxes

▪ You will have to save about 1/3 of your income 
to pay taxes at the end of the year

▪ If you believe you should be an employee and 
NOT an Independent Contractor, talk to your 
organization about why you did not get a W-4!



Part IV
PREPARING TO FILE 

A TAX RETURN



WHERE DO I FIND MY INCOME AT THE END OF 
THE YEAR?

Resident Alien 
employees AND 
Nonresident 
Alien employees 
should receive 
Form W-2 at the 
end of the tax 
year. 



WHERE DO I FIND MY INCOME AT THE END OF 
THE YEAR?

Resident alien 
independent 
contractors 
should receive 
Form 1099-
Misc.

A Nonresident 
Alien should 
NOT get this 
form – they 
should receive 
a Form 1042-S 
instead



WHERE DO I FIND MY INCOME?



Part VFILING A TAX RETURN



Nonresidents file 
their tax return on 
Form 1040NR (or 
1040NR-EZ):



Residents file their tax return 
on Form 1040 (or 1040EZ):



→ All personal and dependency exemptions eliminated by the Tax Act for 2018 
forward!

▪ What are exemptions? 

▪ An exemption reduces your taxable income by a certain amount – $4,050 in 2017

▪ When can you claim an exemption? 

▪ Every taxpayer can claim one personal exemption

▪ Exemptions for Spouses

▪ Married Residents can claim their spouse, wherever s/he lived, if s/he has no income 
from U.S. sources and  

▪ Married Nonresidents from Canada, Mexico, South Korea, or India (if a student) can claim 
a spouse but s/he cannot have any income 

▪ Exemptions for Children

▪ Nonresident Aliens who are Residents of Canada, Mexico, South Korea, and India may 
claim children, but special rules apply for each country

EXEMPTIONS



▪ Student Loan Interest
▪ Reported on Line 33 of Form 1040 or Form 

1040NR
▪ NOT available on Forms 1040EZ or 1040NR-

EZ
▪ Tuition and Fees (up to $4,000)

▪ Reported on Line 34 of Form 1040 
▪ NOT available on Form 1040EZ
▪ NOT allowed for Non-Residents
▪ Residents may claim this adjustment to 

income OR education credits (Lines 50 or 
68) but NOT both  

→ Eliminated by the Tax Act for 2018 on

ADJUSTMENTS TO INCOME

You may be able to subtract these items you paid during the 
year from your taxable income:



STUDENT LOAN INTEREST ADJUSTMENT

➢ If you paid student loan interest, you may deduct this from your taxable income 
➢ Report on Line 33 of Form 1040NR or Form 1040 (not available on EZ)



TUITION AND FEES ADJUSTMENT

➢ Resident Aliens may reduce their taxable income by up to $4,000 by claiming an 
adjustment to income for actual out of pocket costs for tuition and fees on Line 34 
of Form 1040, BUT claiming a education-based tax credit may be a better option

➢ Nonresident Aliens may not claim the tuition and fees adjustment   



▪ An amount of money that a taxpayer is able to 
subtract from the amount of tax that they owe.

▪ Tax Credits reduce the actual amount of taxes 
owed.

▪ Two Types of Tax Credits: 
▪ Refundable
▪ Non-Refundable

WHAT IS A TAX CREDIT?



▪ Refundable Credits are treated just like the tax 
payments you make to the IRS from your paychecks

▪ It can reduce your tax liability to below zero, AND

▪ If the amount of a refundable tax credit is more than 
the amount of taxes due, the difference will be 
given back to you as a tax refund

REFUNDABLE TAX CREDITS



▪ A Non-Refundable tax credit is a tax credit that can 
reduce the amount of taxes owed zero dollars, 

BUT

▪ If the tax credit is greater than the amount of tax 
owed these types of credits cannot result in a 
refund

NON-REFUNDABLE TAX CREDITS



▪ There are two tax credits available to students and scholars:
▪ The American Opportunity Credit (undergraduates only) 

▪ Lifetime Learning Credit 

▪ Education tax credits and deductions can help  offset the 
cost of higher education

▪ These credits can be claimed for you or on behalf of your 
dependent

▪ However, you cannot claim both education credits for one 
student

▪ Higher education credits are available only to Resident 
Aliens 

HIGHER EDUCATION CREDITS



▪ You can claim this credit if you, your spouse, or your 
child is in his or her first four years of Post-High 
School education 

▪ It is $2,500 per eligible student per year

▪ This is a Partially-Refundable Tax Credit

→ You cannot claim this credit if you (or your spouse) were a nonresident alien 
for any part of 2018 and didn't elect to be treated as a resident alien for tax 
purposes.

EDUCATION CREDIT #1: THE AMERICAN 
OPPORTUNITY CREDIT



▪ This Credit applies to undergraduate, graduate, 
professional degree courses and includes post-
graduate courses that help improve your job skills

▪ There is no minimum enrollment requirement

▪ It is $2,000 per year, not per student

▪ This is a non-refundable credit

→ You cannot claim this credit if you (or your spouse) were a nonresident alien 
for any part of 2018 and you didn't elect to be treated as a resident alien for tax 
purposes. 

EDUCATION CREDIT #2: LIFETIME LEARNING 
CREDIT



▪ The EITC is a tax benefit for workers who earn low 
to moderate income from wages or self-
employment

▪ It is used to supplement the income you have 
earned through working

▪ The EITC is a refundable tax credit

▪ Virginia, Maryland, and DC have State EITCs

▪ Certain taxpayers may qualify for a credit of up to 
$10,000

EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT



▪ Must have a valid Social Security Number

▪ Must have earned income from a job or self-employment

▪ Cannot file married filing separately

▪ Must be a US citizen or resident alien for the whole year, or a 
nonresident alien married to a US citizen or resident alien 
and filing a joint return

▪ No foreign income

▪ Cannot be someone else’s qualifying child

EITC QUALIFICATIONS



▪ What are the IRS Qualifying Child Requirements?

▪ A child must meet all 6 of these requirements in order to be 
considered your Qualifying Child.

▪ Relationship

▪ Age

▪ Support

▪ Residency 

▪ Joint Return

▪ Qualifying Child of More Than One Person

CREDITS FOR TAXPAYERS WITH 
“QUALIFYING CHILD[REN]”



▪ You may be able to get a Child 
Tax Credit for each of your 
qualifying children under the 
age of 17 

▪ This credit is intended to offset 
the cost of raising children

▪ The maximum amount you can 
get for each child is $2,000

▪ It is a Non-Refundable Tax 
Credit, but you may also be 
eligible for the Additional Child 
Tax Credit which is Refundable

CHILD TAX CREDIT



▪ Nonresident alien may claim this credit but the Child must 
be a US Citizen, US national, or a Resident alien

▪ Child must be claimed as a dependent

▪ Child must be related to you: son, daughter, stepchild, 
brother, sister, step-sibling, grandchild, niece or nephew

▪ Child must have lived with you for more than half of the year

▪ You must have provided more than half of the support for the 
child

CHILD TAX CREDIT QUALIFICATIONS



▪ You may be able to claim the Child and Dependent Care Credit if you pay 
someone to care for your child or children that are under the age of 13 so 
you can work or look for work

▪ Nonresidents are allowed to claim this credit, but you MUST first be 
allowed to claim child as a dependent 

▪ This credit can be worth up to 35% of some or all of the expenses you 
paid to the care provider

▪ Based on yearly income and the number of children you have

▪ The maximum credit that can be taken is $3,000.

▪ Must be a child or someone who is permanently disabled that lives with 
you for more than half the year

CHILD CARE AND DEPENDENT CARE TAX CREDIT



▪ Let’s return to our hypothetical student Li Na and walk through the IRS 
Forms 1040NR, 1040NR-EZ, and 1040. In 2018, Li Na was in her 2nd year of 
undergraduate study. Li Na:

▪ $30,000 U.S. scholarship for tuition and fees 

▪ $6,200 U.S. stipend for part-time work on campus ($5,000 is exempt from tax by 
treaty)

▪ $10,000 research grant from the Chinese government 

▪ Took out a $10,000 loan to pay for remaining educational costs at 7% interest, 
so say she paid $700 in interest in 2018

▪ Paid an additional $5,000 for tuition and fees

▪ Paid $503 in income taxes during the year from her part-time work

▪ Paid $200 in state income taxes

FILING THE RETURN



THE NONRESIDENT TAX RETURN

▪ As a Nonresident, Li Na: 

▪ Must report all of her $30,000 scholarship income for tuition and fees, but does 
not need to pay taxes on it

▪ Does not need to report her entire $10,000 grant from China on her tax return, 

▪ Must report all of her $6,200 in income from campus employment, but can 
exclude $5,000 from her U.S. taxable income based on the U.S.-China treaty

▪ May claim an adjustment of income of the $700 in student loan interest she paid

▪ May not claim the standard deduction of $12,000 from her taxable income, but 
may claim an “itemized deduction” of the $200 state taxes she paid in 2018

▪ May not deduct anything that she paid in tuition and fees out of pocket 

▪ Li Na will have $300 of taxable income in 2018 after her deductions

▪ Li Na will look at the Tax Table in her form’s instructions to figure her tax, $31  

▪ Li Na will get $472 refund from the $503 in federal taxes refunded to her

▪ Li Na can file on a Form 1040NR, but can also file on the simpler 1040NR-EZ     



Can use 1040NR-
EZ or 1040-NR

Both are correct!

Form 1040NR-EZ 
is, you guessed it, 
easier! 





➢ Use page 5 of Form 
1040NR/page 2 of Form 
1040NR-EZ to support any 
claim for tax treaty 
benefits.

➢ You must attach the form 
to your tax return!



“CLOSER CONNECTION” 

▪ If you have been a 
student/scholar in F-1 
status for more than 5 years 
or a teacher/scholar in J-1 
status for more than 2 
years, you may still be able 
to file your tax return as a 
Nonresident Alien if you can 
show a “closer connection” 
to your home country (See 
Slide 11)

▪ You must complete and 
attach Form 8840 to your 
tax return 



THE RESIDENT TAX RETURN

▪ As a Resident, Li Na: 
▪ Does not need to report any of her $30,000 scholarship for tuition and fees 
▪ Must report her entire $7,000 grant from China on her tax return and pay taxes on it 
▪ Must report all of her income from campus employment
▪ May not claim any benefits under the U.S.-China treaty, BUT
▪ May claim the standard deduction of $6,300 from her taxable income, but cannot also deduct the 

$200 in state taxes she paid in 2016  
▪ May deduct $4,000 of what she paid in tuition and fees from her taxable income OR claim the 

American Opportunity Credit and get a larger refund 

▪ If Li Na deducts her tuition and fees she will:
▪ Have $1,950 in taxable income after claiming the standard deduction and one personal exemption
▪ Have a tax obligation of $197. Because Li Na paid $503 through wage withholding, she will get a 

$307 refund

▪ If Li Na does not deduct her tuition and fees and claims the education credit instead she will:
▪ Have a tax obligation of $0. Li Na will get a total refund of $1,503 – all of the taxes she paid through 

withholding + a $1,000 refundable education credit  



Tuition and fees deduction claimed:



Versus Education Credit claimed: 



➢ Use Form 8863 to claim education credits. 
➢ You must attach the form to your tax return!



Part VIRELATED TAX TOPICS



➢If you file as a Nonresident, can now eFile
Form 1040NR. 

➢If you decide to file Form 1040NR-EZ, or 
only file Form 8843, you must mail paper 
forms to the IRS. 

➢The mailing addresses are in the form’s 
instructions. 

➢ALWAYS send any documents that you 
mail to the IRS by certified mail so you can 
track it and you have a record that the IRS 
received it!

FILING THE RETURN



◼First, ask your employer for a 
refund

◼If your employer does not agree 
or does not cooperate, you can 
file IRS Form 843  

◼Get a signed statement from 
employer outlining the reason 
that they refused to reimburse 
you 

◼If your employer will not prepare 
a statement, write and send a 
statement explaining why

WHAT CAN I DO IF MY EMPLOYER WITHHELD SOCIAL 
SECURITY/MEDICARE TAX?



Attachments to Include with Form 843:

◼Copy of W-2

◼Copy of 1040NR or 1040NR-EZ

◼Copy of Form I-94

◼Copy of Form I-20 (for F visas) or DS-
2019 (for J visas)

◼Copy of EAD Card if on Optional 
Practice Training (OPT)

◼IRS Form 8316

WHAT CAN I DO IF MY EMPLOYER WITHHELD SOCIAL 
SECURITY/MEDICARE TAX?



Part VII
IMMIGRATION AND 

TAXATION



▪ Staying Compliant with the Federal Tax Laws 

▪ Getting an ITIN

▪ Importance of Maintaining Documents

▪ How you treat your tax obligations can affect your eligibility 
for naturalization

▪ Community Resources

▪ VITA

▪ Low Income Tax Clinics

OVERVIEW



▪ What if I don’t have a social security number? What can I do to 
file my taxes?

▪ If you don’t have a social security number or an Individual 
Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN), it is important that 
you get an ITIN as soon as possible.

▪ How do I get an ITIN number?

▪ Submit W-7 Form to IRS

▪ Form located online at: https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-
pdf/fw7.pdf

STAYING COMPLIANT WITH FEDERAL TAX LAWS

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw7.pdf


◼ Requirements:

1)Valid Tax Return

2) Proof of Foreign  
Citizenship

◼What if I’m afraid of 
losing my passport?

W-7 FORM



Check the IRS website: https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Acceptance-Agent-Program

CERTIFIED ACCEPTANCE CENTERS

District of Columbia

H & R Block Inc. 1701 K Street NW

Washington, DC 20006

(202) 659-2020

Kenneth E. Gray Jr. 1050 17th Street NW Suite 800

Washington, DC 20036

(202) 888-6195

Maria Elena Lopez LLC 4416 Georgia Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20011

(202) 882-0935`

Martha L. Castaneda

d/b/a Global Accounting & Tax Org. Services

3515 10th Street NW

Washington, DC 20010

(202) 538-6189

Nacho Tax Services LLC 818 Tuckerman Street NW

Washington, DC 20011

(202) 257-2189

Templeman & Associates LLC 7480 Blair Road NW

Washington, DC 20012

(240) 704-5551

Unlimited Technologies and Solutions Corporation

d/b/a UTS Corporation

1801 Columbia Road NW Suite 103

Washington, DC 20009

(202) 234-0234

Willie C. Outlaw Jr. *

d/b/a Liberty Tax Service

5415 Georgia Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20011

(202) 291-2532

Do NOT mail your 

passport to the IRS! 

Take your forms and 
original documents 
to a certified 
acceptance center to 
make certified 
copies and mail the 
certified copies and 
Form W-7 to the IRS

Centers in and 
around DC: 

https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Acceptance-Agent-Program


▪ Important documents to maintain:

▪ Latest paystubs

▪ W-2 or 1099 Forms

▪ 1042-S Forms 

▪ Any 1098-T Forms

▪ Tax returns

▪ Receipts of business expenses

▪ What can happen if I get paid with cash at work? How can this 
be a problem?

IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING DOCUMENTS



▪ Currently the IRS and ICE do not communicate with each other

▪ However, for individuals looking to change their immigration 
status to become permanent residents, it is important to stay 
in compliance by filing your tax returns each year that you 
have income

▪ When applying for naturalization, one must demonstrate good 
moral character

▪ Good moral character includes being in compliance with your 
tax requirements

YOUR TAX OBLIGATIONS CAN AFFECT YOUR 
ELIGIBILITY FOR NATURALIZATION



▪ Columbus Community Legal Services Provides: 

▪ Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)

▪ Provide qualified taxpayers with assistance in the 
preparation and filing of tax returns

▪ Services are available from February 3rd - April 16th

▪ Dedicated Form 1040-NR filing day on March 23, 2019!

▪ Low Income Taxpayer Clinic

▪ Assist individuals in federal tax controversies with the 
Internal Revenue Service

▪ Columbus Community Legal Services does not charge fees for its 
services 

COMMUNITY RESOURCES ON CAMPUS



Assistance If You Owe the IRS:

▪ As an independently operating branch within the IRS, TAS can 
help taxpayers resolve IRS controversies 

▪ Contact the Taxpayer Advocate Service (TAS) to find  the 
nearest location: 1-877-777-4778

▪ Visit their website to learn more: 
https://www.irs.gov/advocate

▪ TAS will also be able to refer you to a Low Income Taxpayer 
Clinic for legal assistance 

COMMUNITY RESOURCES OFF CAMPUS

https://www.irs.gov/advocate


For more information, the Internal Revenue Service provides a 
comprehensive list of References for Foreign Students and Scholars on their 
website: 

https://www.irs.gov/individuals/international-taxpayers/references-for-
foreign-students-and-scholars

IRS REFERENCES

https://www.irs.gov/individuals/international-taxpayers/references-for-foreign-students-and-scholars

